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Minutes of the meeting held Monday 8 December 2014 in Musbury Village Hall Committee Room 
PRESENT: Cllr C. Corbett (Chair), Cllr C. Ellis, Cllrs J. Albano, J. Gooding and P. Perryman; Ms J. Bishop (Clerk); 3 parishioners. 

1
APOLOGIES: Cllrs P. Smith and M. Perry; Cllr A. Moulding; PCSO A. Wooster.

2.
MINUTES OF THE MEETING held Monday 3 November 2014 were accepted as a true record and duly signed by Cllr Corbett. 
3
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST- There were none.
4
POLICE MATTERS: Along with her apologies PCSO Wooster had emailed that two crimes of common assault and criminal damage had been reported since the last meeting – all are related and the parties known to each other.
She had also asked whether there were any community defibrillators in the village; Cllr Perryman had replied to her that there were none.

5
LOCAL GOVERNMENT BUSINESS and COMMUNITY ISSUES:
Joint EDDC/DCC meeting on 2nd Dec –Cllrs Albano and Perryman had attended this meeting at the Knowle.  Cllr Albano gave a short report: 


Tough Choices: John Hart (Leader DCC) said a further £200m savings must be made over the next 4 years (£50m in 2015, £34m in 2016) so frontline services will be reduced.  Over the next 4 years Youth services, Day care centres, Libraries and Children centres must all be re-shaped.

The key message was that, since DCC will be looking at doing a lot less, there must be resilience within communities and Parish Councils must do more for themselves.

Public Transport: So far public transport has not been reviewed and County will be looking at the subsidy required to maintain public transport at current levels. £7 m is received from central government but true cost is £12m. Rural routes will be assessed according to how much it costs to run a particular service based on cost/person/journey. Some routes require a subsidy of £20/person /journey.

Closure of Council run care homes: Where homes are located on a large site, partners will be sought to build and run care/sheltered housing. 

Highways: Snow warden scheme will receive the same allocation of resources this year as last year. Highways will cease to cut back hedges on minor roads and pothole repairs on very minor roads will suffer.

Blocked drains will not be considered a defect unless they cause flooding to property or ponding on the highway which remains for 24 hrs after rainfall has ceased. It is likely that parishes will be asked to do more and to do this parish volunteers will need to undergo chapter 8 training. 

 
The TAP fund will continue for another year, so parishes may need to increase the precept to maintain any local services which have been funded. From next FY TAP money of £1.10/elector (£1 from County, 10p from District) must be match funded by the parish.

Taxi service for school children: £21m is needed to transport children to school (1944 legislation). 

Lighting: more lights will be switched off during parts of the night. Replacements will be with energy efficient lighting. See DCC website for details of proposals under review.

Paul Divani (Council Leader, DCC) reported the next inspection of the Local Plan is Spring 2015.

Mark Williams (EDDC Chief Executive) spoke about standing for election.  Two booklets, Becoming a District Councillor and Becoming a Parish Councillor will be freely available around the area. There will be a Road Show in Axminster on Thurday 12 Feb 2015. Nomination packs will be available from 30th March 2015.

Andrew Moulding spoke about the value of Community.  Speakers from 3 community-led initiatives -Seaton Voice, East Budleigh Village Shop and Cranbrook Community Fund - showed what can be achieved.

The Future of Community Health Services – The Clerk had written on behalf of the Council to both the Trust and the Clinical Commissioning Group expressing the Council’s concern about the short-sightedness of the proposal to transfer Axminster Hospital’s 8 beds to Seaton. 

Northern Devon NHS Trust has now launched a public consultation about the proposal. There are 4 consultation questions to answer, designed to garner opinion on their preferred choices to ensure safe staffing in the hospital. 
It was agreed that Cllrs Albano and Gooding will respond on behalf of the Council.  

ACTION
All members of the Parish Council and residents were encouraged to record their personal views. 

Consultation meetings with people booking an appointment will be held at Axminster Hospital Mondays 15, 22 and 29 December. 
Website domain name- It was agreed that the Council will register www.musburyvillage.uk  The current domain www.musburyvillage.co.uk will continue as an alias. 




ACTION
CAB Course- it was decided not to take up the invitation to hold a Managing Money course in Musbury.
Local Housing Needs – The Council has been concerned to find out whether it is possible to apply local connection criteria to social housing properties that become vacant for re-lets (not just Yonder Mount where the Section 106 agreement clearly sets out the priority to be given to local people). The Clerk has  been advised to write officially to the EDDC Housing Needs and Strategy Manager for a definitive answer.
Resident Bob Johnson felt very strongly that not enough was being done to support young people who want to live in Musbury. He feels that the village is not the thriving place it used to be. Cllr Corbett said that the Housing Needs survey carried out at the end of 2013 had shown a need for 9 affordable homes in Musbury within the next 5 years (3 with a current need and 6 with an expected future need). Anyone who requires social housing must register with Devon Choice and make their case for selection when a suitable property becomes available. Many new homes are being built in Seaton and Axminster (as well as Cranbrook) where there is more chance of employment.  Musbury residents’ preferred site for new homes (as identified by an earlier community consultation) is a section of Baxter’s Farm when that becomes available. He acknowledged Mr Johnson’s interests as landowner in developing sites for affordable homes. He said the Parish Council had not blocked any plans for development as none had been put forward. 
Cllr Gooding will attend Devon Home Choice awareness training in February 2015.                     ACTION
Volunteers and Car insurance – Cllr Albano alerted members and anyone volunteering within the community to be aware that some car insurers (including the AA) levy a premium on voluntary workers. Although Cllr Albano explained her work did not involve driving, the additional premium was levied because some actuaries deem voluntary workers ‘a higher risk’.  

6
HIGHWAYS AND PUBLIC SPACES:
Dog fouling – The Clerk included another reminder in the Parish News asking owners to clear up after their dogs. 
Mounthill drain blockage- Richard Brown had added this to the list for future consideration. He advised that, ‘currently, blocked drains are not considered a defect unless they cause flooding to property or ponding on the carriageway which remains for 24hours after rainfall has ceased.’ He added that ‘the ploughing and ditching we have highlighted in Musbury, as part of an annual programme, will not be able to cater for gully cleaning’. 
7
ACCOUNTS:
Recent transactions - The Clerk presented the accounts for November (below). These had been reviewed by Cllr Ellis for internal audit. The accounts were approved by Cllrs Albano and Gooding.
Corrections to Allocations within the Treasurers Account: The Clerk drew attention to corrections she has made to the current allocations as a result of one long-standing error within the allotments and her error of allocating a VAT payment to P3 rather than to the General ‘head’. Overall totals remain unchanged.
Spending Review – The Precept Ask deadline is 27 January 2015. The Clerk had circulated a review of spending to date and an estimate of the expected year-end carryover. It was agreed that Councillors will look at this in conjunction with the draft for the Precept request which the Clerk will circulate before the next meeting.











ACTION
Cllr Ellis noted the £759 unclaimed VAT. The Clerk expects to submit a claim for repayment before the end of March 2015.









            ACTION
Parishes Together (TAP) Fund – Musbury’s ‘share’ of this fund is £462. The Clerk had attended a meeting convened by Cllr Moulding on 25 November. Two schemes had found favour with a number of parishes – a) further funding for enhanced opportunities in support of ‘the Project’ and b) works involved with the new road warden scheme .
The Council had put forward their share last FY to support the Project’s work with young people experiencing mental health issues. While they all acknowledged the ongoing value of this work it was decided to go with the Road Warden scheme to enable more resources to augment the work done by the DCC lengthsmen. The Clerk will advise Cllr Moulding.





ACTION 
National Increase Clerk’s Pay – NJC has reached agreement on new pay-scales for 2014-16 to be implemented from 1 January 2015. This means the Clerk’s position on SCP 18 will see a 20p increase in her hourly rate of pay from £9.009 to £9.207. She will also receive a pro-rata share (5/37) of the £100 one-off payment.
In Jan 2015 the Clerk will have been 9 years in post. She said that while the volume of work has peaks and troughs throughout the year it is certainly more demanding than when she started.
Cllr Corbett asked for the Clerk’s hours to be put on the agenda for the next meeting.

ACTION

8
P3: 
Following a report of dogs being exercised off the lead in private fields Cllr Albano had added a piece to the Parish News about the obligations of owners under the Protection of Livestock Act. She pointed out that if a dog worries sheep on agricultural land, the person in charge of the dog is guilty of an offence and in some circumstances a farmer is legally entitled to shoot any dog they consider to be endangering their flock.
9
PLANNING MATTERS:
Decisions notified 

Councillors noted the following decision with some anger and regret as they had not supported the original application and EDDC had refused it:
APP/U1105/A/14/2223985 Demolition of existing outbuildings and erection of two dwellings at Ferndale, Whitford Road – Appeal allowed.

Applications received 
Councillors were happy to support the following application:
14/2834/FUL – 6 Marlborough Rd -Construction of 2 storey side extension, front porch and dormer window
Local Listed Properties giving concern- 

· May House – Following complaints from a neighbour about the lack of progress on restoring the collapsed wall and removing the mud from Rosemary Lane, the Clerk contacted Building Control and Conservation. It is understood that the property now has new owners. Stephen Guy, Conservation Officer, has said he will be arranging to meet them in early December to discuss the issue.
· Mountfield – Lack of any resolution to this long-standing problem prompted the Clerk to write again to the EDDC parties. The Empty Homes Partnership Officer, Hilary Hardwicke, responded that EDDC is ‘dealing with a number of properties, including Mountfield, owned by the same person.  We have arranged for a specialist contractor to help us deal with these properties and our aim is to obtain the properties and then sell them, probably at auction. We have to follow the due processes of the law and, unfortunately, this takes time.  However, we have our first meeting with the contractor in early December and hope to obtain all of the properties sometime during 2015.  This is likely to be during the latter half of 2015 although there are added complications with Mountfield as this is a listed building. We are very anxious to obtain these properties, see them sold, and then renovated/refurbished to provide homes’.
The Clerk subsequently spoke to Ms Hardwicke asking about the possibility of neighbours’ purchasing part of the land prior to auction. They have registered their interest with her. She will also advise when Mountfield comes up for sale.
10
 PLAYING FIELD:







Wooden frame edges– Cllr Perry and Cllr Smith will arrange to infill the edges with soil.   ACTION  C/F
Goal posts – Cllr Perry/ Cllr Corbett/ Cllr Perryman will pull them out when the digger is on site for the entrance gate project.




                                               

    ACTION C/F
11
ALLOTMENTS: 
Plot status: The Clerk has given Cllr Smith and Allen Parkman a list of the plots and current tenants. 
There is a new (Musbury) tenant for plot 24. 

The potential tenant for plot 18 has so far failed to return his paperwork in spite of having it sent to him twice. The trailer on the plot remains, as does the shed.
The tenant of plot 3a still has not cleared the plot and the deposit has not been returned.

The tenant of 2a still has not paid for this year – probably now a vacancy.

Plots 3, 3a, 4a, and 17 remain vacant. 
Rabbits and other vermin – No further rabbits have now been trapped. The viral disease myxomatosis has now taken hold. It is still hoped to authorise a local marksman.  Cllr Smith plans to talk to the parties involved to make this possible.
               





   ACTION/ CF 
The rooks and jackdaws continue to cause problems.

Entrance Gate – It was agreed that Cllr Perry and Cllr Corbett will arrange to level the path with the digger and to lay scalpings to improve grip.   





   ACTION C/F
12
REPORT FROM DISTRICT & COUNTY COUNCILLORS: There were none
13
MATTERS BROUGHT FORWARD BY PERMISSION OF THE CHAIRMAN: 
Parish News – Councillors agreed with Cllr Ellis that Jolly Sargent’s article on Higher Hampton Farm (‘the ship on the horizon’) in the winter edition deserved praise for its balanced, unbiased account. The owner was also praised for taking the time to explain the set-up. There had been concerns expressed in the past about the level of lighting breaking the darkness. 

14      CORRESPONDENCE Received: 
East Devon AONB – posters; Police and Crime Commissioner public surgery – 18 Dec, Honiton beehive; East Devon CAB Info Sheets and posters; Junk Mail Issue 15. 

15
QUESTIONS FROM PARISHIONERS: 
Lengthsmen – It was confirmed that any contractor shared by parishes through the TAP money for the road warden scheme would be additional to the current level of service.
Trees on Marlborough Rd – Allen Parkman noted the severely pollarded tree. This had been cut back by Hi-Line to avoid entanglement with the power lines.

No-one knew who had felled the mature tree, now a stump, along this stretch. Cllr Corbett will check the Hi-Line schedule of work but he did not think this was part of it.

   


ACTION
Travellers – They have now gone from Boshill Cross to a lay-by in Hawkchurch.

With no further business outstanding, the Chairman closed the meeting at 21.05.
Date of Next Meeting – Monday 19 January 2015
ACCOUNTS

A
TREASURERS ACCOUNT

NOVEMBER

Income received

Allotment rentals and £25 deposit – plot 0 (A)


                    32.34

Allotment rentals and £25 deposit – plot 1(A)


                    53.68
Payments made

935
Mark Perry – repair of wall(G) 




      320.00

936
Musbury Village Hall Hire –3/11 (G)



                   12.60*

937
Clerk Salary October (G) £156.16 +

      
          Expenses October (G) £44.49 =



       200.65

938
Donation to PCC for Parish Magazine (G)



        92.00

939
Donation to Royal British Legion (G)



        47.00

940
PO for HMRC (Oct) (G)





        39.04

941
SW Countryside Contractors £156.00 (P3) + £31.20 VAT (G) =            187.20

942
Nigel Starey return of deposit- plot 24 (A)



        25.00

943
Dixon Memorials (G)






     320.00*

944 
Countrywide Grounds Maintenance – Sept/Oct 2014
VAT (G) £42.00 +

Playing Field (G) £140 +

Allotments (A)   £70


=         


       252.00
945
Allen Parkman (A)





                     25.00

946
PO for HMRC (Nov) (G)





       39.04*

Balance of account as at 29 Nov 2014   Statement No 64                             £5563.05                 
  Includes
    Allotment deposits


  430.00

    Allotment funds available
  322.81
 =
                               752.81
    P3 









       282.17

    General 



               

                             4528.07

Cheques for £371.64 to clear

Cheques to pay (not included in balances)

947
Donation East Devon CAB (G)




         56.00

948
Clerk Salary November (G) £156.16 +

      
          Expenses November (G) £6.22

=


       162.38       

949
Musbury Village Hall Hire – 8/12 (G)



         10.00
950
PO for HMRC (Dec) (G)





         39.04

